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municipality. In his opinion, the Bill before the Council had raised
the curtain on the fourth act of the drama of local self-government
in Bombay. Having briefly passed in review the first three acts, he
refuted in some detail the charges of incompetence and inefficiency
often levelled against the Corporation by superior individuals, la his
opinion, the arm-chair critic took no account of the difficulty and
complexity of some of the problems which confronted the Muni-
cipality, and whenever anything went wrong, he was ready to
pounce upon it and tear it to pieces. But such criticism was dictated
either by ignorance or prejudice:

The truth is that, as your Lordship has gracefully testified in
your letter to that body, the Corporation has done useful and
valuable work in a variety of directions during the 25 years that
have elapsed since the Act of 1872 inaugurated local self-govern-
ment in this city. The present Bill has become necessary, not
because there has been any failure in the work or the performance
of its duties, but because a time has now come in the development
of this city, as in the case of all other great cities, which, growing
up unmethodically at haphazard, have suddenly found themselves
outgrowing their capacities and requirements.

It should not be forgotten, the speaker proceeded, that the best of
Western cities had their slums as well. In London, even as recently
as 1890, hundreds of thousands of people lived in a condition which
Professor Huxley had declared to be even inferior to that erf West
African savages, and it was generally admitted that 'the doss in-
habited by the poorer section of the working classes dwelling ia
London were a disgrace to humanity and a disboooiiir to tib*t ea~
lightened and opulent city.' Much the same could be said of 'tiie ^ay-
capital/ until the genius of Hausmann transformed it ia the brilliant
days of the Third Empire. In Bombay, their needs and stortcoraings
had been brought home to them by the ravages of plague, and
Pherozeshah gave credit to Government for seizing the psycho-
logical moment and coming forward with the Bill There were
certain features, however, which required attention. For one thing, it
was essential that the constitution of the proposed Board should be
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